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Excavation at ……………..
Risk Assessment

	
	Description
	Likelihood of occurrence
	
	Severity of Consequences

	1
	Rare
	Highly unlikely, but it may occur in exceptional circumstances. It could happen, but probably never will.
	1
	Minor Injury

	2
	Unlikely
	Not expected, but there is a slight possibility it may occur at some time.
	2
	Injury (no time lost)

	3
	Possible
	The event might occur at some time as there is a history of casual occurrence.
	3
	Injury (time lost)

	4
	Likely
	There is a strong possibility the event will occur as there is a history of frequent occurrence.
	4
	Major Reportable injury

	5
	Almost certain
	Very likely. The event is expected to occur in most circumstances as there is a history of regular occurrence.
	5
	Risk of Fatality


	                                             
Abbreviations: PD – … (Project Director), DPD – … (Deputy Project Director)



	
	
	
	Before control measures applied
	
	After control measures applied

	Circumstance/Task
	Potential hazard
	Who at risk?
	A
Likelihood
	B
Severity
	C
Overall risk rating
(AxB)
	Control Measures
	A Likelihood
	B
Severity
	C
Overall risk rating
(AxB)

	Site Conditions

	Slips, trips, falls.
Site is large, mostly field and paddock with uneven surface.
Wet weather may make muddy and slippery. Can be windy.
Tapes lying on the ground.
Protruding pegs.
Trench outline ropes.
	All
	3
	3
	9
Moderate
	Check topography for obvious hidden hazards (PD/DPD).
Keep a tidy site (All).
Remove tapes not being used (All).
Correct footwear to be advised and worn. (All).
Trench outline ropes to be set at ground level and removed when trench sides delineated and no longer required (PD/DPD).
Any Gazebos used to be secured to the ground with pegs in case of wind gusts (All).

	1
	3
	3
Low

	Adverse Weather Conditions.

	Effects of exposure
The fieldwork is scheduled to run in early summer or early autumn and so a range of weather conditions may be encountered.
	All
	3
	3
	9
Moderate
	Advise correct clothing and footwear is worn. (PD/DPD)
Warm and water-proof clothing on cold, wet, and windy days. (All)
Sun hats, sun cream and long sleeves if hot and sun cream applied at regular intervals. (All)
Plenty of water to drink if hot. (All)
Gazebo to provide shaded area and some shelter in case of rain. (All).
Regular rest breaks. (All)
Work to be postponed or abandoned if there is a thunderstorm or in very strong winds or heavy rain. (PD/DPD)

	1
	3
	3
Low

	Equipment Handling
	Injury from handling equipment incorrectly.
Injury to eyes from survey canes.
Carrying heavy/bulky equipment.

	All
	3
	3
	9
Moderate
	Instruction on holding, lifting and handling the equipment correctly for any inexperienced members of the Team. (PD/DPD)
Use straps, handles etc for carrying/lifting. (All)
Heavy boots or shoes to be worn. (All)
Advise not to participate if prone to back, neck, joint problems. (PD/DPD)
Adequate rest breaks. (PD/DPD)
No heavy-duty equipment (such as chainsaws) to be used. (All)
Make plain marker poles/canes more obvious with a flag or coloured tape. (PD/DPD)
Trenches shall be excavated no deeper than 1.5m. (PD/DPD)
Stepladders to be used, or trenches to be stepped, where appropriate to facilitate safe access. (PD/DPD)
Mattocks should not be swung above waste height. (All)
Where appropriate because of depth, trenches to be fenced overnight. (PD/DPD)

	1
	3
	3
Low

	Personal Protection Equipment
	Accident/injury
	All
	4
	5
	High
	All members of the Team or persons on site should be directed to wear hi-vis vests. A supply of hi-vis vests of various sizes shall be kept on site for the use of those who have not supplied their own. (PD/DPD)
A supply of hard hats shall be kept on site for the use of those working at greater depth or where there is a danger of falling objects. (PD/DPD)
A supply of safety goggles shall be kept on site and used in appropriate circumstances (eg using mattocks on stony ground) (PD/DPD).
All persons working on site should be required to wear appropriate boots or heavy shoes, and to be advised to wear gloves. (PD/DPD)

	2
	5
	Moderate

	Vehicle Entry/Exit/ Parking
	Accident
	All
	2
	5
	10
Moderate
	Parking  - (EXCAVATION SITE SPECIFIC)
 - no driving on the field sites. Be aware of moving vehicles. (All)

	1
	5
	5
Low

	Visitors
	Accident
	Visitors
	2
	5
	10
Moderate
	All visitors to the site to be monitored by the Project Director or Deputy and to be appropriately briefed on any safety issues or escorted where appropriate. (PD/DPD)

	1
	5
	5
Low

	Persons under the age of 18.
	Increased risk of accident or injury. Safeguarding.
	Persons under the age of 18
	4
	4
	16
High
	All persons under the age of 18 to be accompanied by a parent or other Responsible Adult accepting responsibility for supervision and safeguarding. (PD/DPD /responsible Adult)
No tasks to be allocated to, or equipment to be used by, such persons without the Responsible Adult and Site Director being satisfied as to suitability and safety. (PD/DPD/Responsible Adult)

	2
	5
	10
Moderate

	First Aid
	
	Team
	3
	5
	15
High
	A first aid kit to be available on site.
The first Aid kit should contain emergency face coverings for first aiders and the person they are assisting. (PD/DPD)
Where possible first aid should be
conducted while maintaining appropriate social distancing (eg. patient applies own dressing under guidance if necessary). Gloves to be worn (All)

	
1
	
5
	
5
Low

	Emergency Procedures
	
	Team
	3
	5
	15
High

	Members with known medical issues to notify the Site Director of any possible issues and treatments required (All). 
Site Director to have the discretion to decline or limit participation in appropriate circumstances (PD/DPD).
Details of the site location including nearby post code and grid reference and what3words reference should be kept in the first aid kit and Health & Safety file (PD/DPD)
At least one charged mobile phone to be on site at all times in case of emergency. (PD/DPD)
Dial 111 for advice
Dial 999 for emergency assistance.
Post Code -
Grid Reference –
What3words Reference -
	2
	3
	6
Low




5
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